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BP and the Damage Done

Obama?

Stacy Clark, Dallas

When 1 " Are you
en | began my quest to .
interview the fearless passiona te a bO ut VOltqe H?l’e
out-spoken President of clean ener g \/7 OW:
Louisiana’s Plaquemines
Parish, Billy Nungesser, it
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was as though | was a
groupie reaching out to a rock

star on tour. Nungesser’s W °f Member Login Registration
‘ mighty public presence on
Louisiana’s southern Gulf shore has captured the public’s attention. Followers
listen with interest as straight-talking Nungesser calls for action in response to
BP’s catastrophic rig explosion and deep-well blow-out 41 miles off Louisiana’s
shoreline. The man is in demand.
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Although technically a local politician, Nungesser is more a man of the people. & DAILY BRIEFING

His persistent calls for improved coordination between state and federal agencies and amped-up supervision of BP’s remedial
response to their own disaster resonates with viewers worldwide. Nungesser’s frank commentary has highlighted BP’s use of toxic
chemical dispersants and their preference for costly post-mortem assessments over less-expensive remedial action. Interviews
with Nungesser also spotlight BP’s unwelcome control of the Gulf, its airspace, and their inaccurate estimation of the rate of oil

flow since the rig exploded last month, subsequently sinking two days later on the 401 anniversary of Earth Day.
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When | reached Nungesser late Wednesday night, it was in between his back-to-back television interviews on MSNBC and CNN.

Nungesser’s Press Secretary, Kurt Fromherz, patched me through by phone at 9:40 p.m.
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Nungesser explained that the people of Plaquemines Parish have been relegated to spectators in the ongoing BP Disaster. “Our

way of life is vanishing. Businesses all around Chandeleur Island, Breton Sound, and Barataria and Timbalier Bays have been B M
lost. We've been wiped out.” 00

Nungesser is disappointed that following the Deepwater Horizon explosion, BP repeatedly rejected the proposed Barrier Island
Protection Plan, a remedial design to reinforce the area’s shallow water sand bars battered by Katrina in 2005. Many experts EnergyBoom Chinese Wind Power
agree with Nungesser that fortifying these weathered shoals would curb the amount of oil making its way into Louisiana’s fragile Giant Seeks $1.2 billion IPO
wetlands. “This is absolutely ridiculous!” Nungesser declared. “How can a multinational company be incapable of multi-tasking in http://bit.ly/bJUgpc

a disaster? How can BP fail to address both the capping of the blow-out and the protection of our shoreline?” about 1 hour ago
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about 1 hour ago

Although the Army Corps of Engineers issued a partial permit Thursday to test the effectiveness of sandbar restoration as a
defense against the oil, Nungesser explained that for five weeks, BP dismissed efforts to protect Louisiana’s coastal marshes.
“They've singlehandedly hijacked the operation and refused engineering assistance from over 60 top-notch engineering experts.
Versabar was ready to deploy their heavy lift salvage system known as the “bottom feeder” to the rig site. There, they could trap,
collect, sequester, and eventually treat the oil, but the top-brass at BP wouldn’t allow it. BP has taken over the Gulf of Mexico and
we’re doing nothing to stop them.”
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Why would BP resist measures designed to intercept the offending oil before it rolls onshore? One explanation is that penalties will
be based on spill volume. The more oil captured, the more oil measured, and the more costly BP’s future damages become. Exxon

saved billions of dollars maintaining that no more than 11 million gallons of oil escaped from their Valdez tanker in 1989. Exxon’s
low-ball estimate, although later discredited by expert testimony, denied victims appropriate compensation. follow us on Enflissr @energyboom

Arrogance, greed, and denial seem to be common traits among global oil executives.

On May 16th, Mike Williams, one of two rig survivors rescued in a lifeboat following BP’s Deepwater Horizon explosion, reported to
60 Minutes that there were warnings of a problem with the well for weeks before the blow-out occurred. Recalling a disagreement
between BP and the rig’s owner, Transocean, just hours before the disaster, Williams reported that BP’s representative
responded to Transocean’s request to shut the well down for testing by shouting, “Just hurry it up!” BP bullied Transocean into
submission and the fatal drilling tragically continued.

It would appear that BP’s aggressive culture starts at the top. Witnessing BP’s CEO, Tony Hayward, wave reporters away as they
were filming oil washing ashore in Plaguemines Parish last week, observers heard Hayward shout “Get outta there,” “Get ‘em
out.” If a bad attitude alone were grounds for incarceration, Hayward would be in jail today.
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eBoom Finance

is our dedicated new energy financial news website. If your main
concern is investing, this is the site for you. You can also sign up for the

eBoom Learning Center

Do you want to learn more about renewable energy but don’t know where to start?
Our interactive provides a comprehensive overview so that you can
quickly gain a basic understanding of the major renewable energy technologies and
concepts.

iReporter

Want to be an EnergyBoom blogger? , add value through comments, ratings,
links and more and you'll accumulate user points. Get enough and we'll contact you
about becoming a regular EnergyBoom contributor.
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