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Dear EarthTalk, Young Readers: Our class is
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When the energy of the sun mixes with water and air, the “environment” that is created is one that naturally breaks [ \ ( | l ‘\ Il
grass, leaves, dead plants and dead insects down into their basic elements. These “ingredients” provide the organic ATy L E el
components of soil, and contain nutrients that feed the seeds of new plants and trees. Earthworms also help make Animal Advocacy

soil by converting the leaves and grass that they eat into the organic matter that they deposit while traveling through
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the ground.
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Soil also contains minerals from rocks. These minerals are released when water and wind break rocks down into Clothing
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It's hard to believe, but it can take many hundreds of years to break down enough rock pieces and decaying matter
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